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Professor Helmut K. Anheier

Helmut K. Anheier is President and Dean at 
the Hertie School of Governance, and holds 
a chair of sociology at Heidelberg University.  
He received his PhD from Yale University in 
1986, was a senior researcher at John  
Hopkins School of Public Policy, Professor 

of Public Policy and Social Welfare at UCLA’s 
Luskin School of Public Affairs, and Centennial 

Professor at the London School of Economics.  
 

Professor Anheier founded and directed the Centre for Civil Society at LSE, the  
Center for Civil Society at UCLA, and the Center for Social Investment at  
Heidelberg. Before embarking on an academic career, he served as social affairs 
officer to the United Nations. He is author of over 400 publications, and won various 
international prizes and recognitions for his scholarship. Amongst his recent book 
publications are Nonprofit Organizations - Theory, Management, Policy (London: 
Routledge, 2014), A Versatile American Institution: The Changing Ideals and  
Realities of Philanthropic Foundations with David Hammack (Washington, DC: 
Brookings, 2013) and The Global Studies Encyclopedia with Mark Juergensmeyer (5 
vols, Sage, 2012).  He is the principal academic lead of the Hertie School’s  
annual Governance Report (Oxford University Press, 2013-), and currently working 
on projects relating to indicator research, social innovation, and success and failure 
in philanthropy.



Professor David Audretsch

David Audretsch is a Distinguished Professor 
and Ameritech Chair of Economic  
Development at Indiana University, where he 
is also serves as Director of the Institute for 
Development Strategies. He also is an  
Honorary Professor of Industrial  
Economics and Entrepreneurship at the 
WHU-Otto Beisheim School of Management in 
Germany.  

In addition, he serves as a Visiting Professor at the King Saud University in Saudi  
Arabia, Honorary Professor at the Friedrich Schiller University of Jena in Germany, 
and is a Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research in London.  
Audretsch’s research has focused on the links between entrepreneurship,  
government policy, innovation, economic development and global competitiveness. 
His research has been published in over one hundred scholarly articles in the  
leading academic journals. His books include Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Growth, with Oxford University Press in 2006 and The Entrepreneurial Society, 
also with Oxford University Press in 2007. He is co-founder and co-editor of Small 
Business Economics: An Entrepreneurship Journal. He was awarded the 2001 
Global Award for Entrepreneurship Research by the Swedish Foundation for Small 
Business Research. In 2008, he received an honorary doctorate degree from the 
University of Augsburg, and in September, 2010 he received an honorary  
doctorate degree from Jonkoeping University.He is a member of the Advisory 
Board to a number of international research and policy institutes, including the 
Deutsches Institut fur Wirtschaftsforschung (German Institute for Economic  
Analysis), the Basque Institute for Competitiveness, and the Swedish  
Entrepreneurship Forum.



Dr. Silke Boenigk

Dr.  Boenigk has been a professor at the 
University of Hamburg since 2008.  She 
studies the interface between state, market and 
non-profit organizations. Her current research 
interests are in nonprofit management, donor 
relationships, donor identification, and the role 

of nonprofit organizations in integrating 
refugees in society. She is program director for the 

M.Sc Interdisciplinary Public & Nonprofit Studies. 
Moreover, she is the refugee representative of Universität 

Hamburg and responsible for the study orientation program #uhhilft.  She previously 
taught and carried out research at the University of Fribourg and Mannheim. In 2007, 
she visited IUPUI for three months as a guest researcher. She received her PhD in 
2002 from the University of Basel and a degree in Business Administration in 1997 at 
the Westfälische - Wilhelms-Universität Münster.



Dr. Odile Bour

 Odile Bour has studied History, Politics and 
Slavonic Languages in Tübingen, Warsaw and 
Paris. She obtained a PhD in Political Science 
from Sciences Po Paris and Münster. After a 
few years working for the European 
Institutions in Brussels followed by another 
few years in academia, she is now serving as 
a Policy Analyst at the German Parliament. For 
more than three years she has been actively involved 
in voluntary work promoting educative solutions for 
Syrian refugee children in Lebanon. 



Lea has been working as a consultant and 
project manager at Active and Beyond 
Philanthropy since 2010.

Lea studied Political Science and Law in 
Hamburg and London. Prior to joining Active 

Philanthropy, Lea worked in Cambodia. She 
worked for the Gesellschaft für Technische 

Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) as a consultant to the local         
               cooperation partner Committee to Promote Women in Politics 
(CPWP). During and after her studies, Lea gained experiences while working for the 
GIGA Institute for Asian Studies and at the online department of the German 
newspaper die ZEIT.

Ms. Lea Buck



Ms. Charlotte Buttkus

Charlotte Buttkus, has been a Social Impact 
Analyst in the Analysis and Research 
Department of PHINEO gAG, Berlin since 2010.  
She is currently responsible for a large pilot 
project on opportunities and risks of 
implementing impact strategies in the German 
welfare sector.  She is also in charge of designing 
training courses for NPOs on theory of change, 
impact strategies and capacity building and has the 
responsibility for due diligence for NPOs.  She previously 
worked as an analyst at Deutsches Zentralinstitut für soziale Fragen, (German seal 
of approval for charities) and as a Project manager for a pilot project on enhancing 
transparency through an online-database at GuideStar Deutschland.  She holds a 
Master of the Arts of Modern European Studies at the Universities of North London, 
UK and Osnabrück, Germany.



Ms. Sarah Förster

Sarah Förster is doctoral student and research 
associate in the project ”Role and Positioning of 
German Foundations“ at the Hertie School of 
Governance in Berlin. Before that she worked 
as a research associate to Helmut Anheier on 

nonprofit organizations and civil society. She 
studied sociology and economics at the University 

of Heidelberg. Her research focus is on foundations 
and the welfare state. She worked on third sector data 

and foundations in child and youth welfare provision in 
Germany. Her dissertation investigates the role of foundations in child and youth 
welfare provision from an EU comparative perspective.



Mr. Rainer Hub

Rainer Hub is Section Leader at Diakonie  
Germany, a nonprofit organization that does 
social work as a part of the Protestant Church in 
Germany.  He heads up Volvnteering, new 
volunteer programs and various other projects.  
He was in charge of the Diakonie Germany 
participation during the European Year of 
Volunteering in 2011.  Hub has been working for the 
Diakonie since 1984 in different organization types and 
received his degree in social sciences from the University of 
Heidelberg in 1989.
 
His work with the Diakonie has taken him to Stuttgart where he worked with young 
women and men in social work and volunteering as well as to Heidelberg for new 
programs and study and since 2005 to Diakonie Germany in Berlin.
 
An avid volunteer, Rainer Hub has given his time to school, university, sport and 
youth organizations.  He has been involved in the Vietnam Friendship Village  
project (“Dorf der Freundschaft in Vietnam e.V.) since the late 1990s and is  
currently Second Chair of the German branch of the association.  This association 
was created to cultivate reconciliation and heal the wounds of the Vietnam War by 
uniting veterans and caring citizens through international cooperation in the  
building and support of the Village of Friendship in Hanoi, a living symbol of 
peace.



Ms. Janina Mangold

Janina Mangold is a Research Associate and 
PhD student at the Hertie School of 
Governance, Berlin. Her doctoral dissertation 
examines the role of German and American 
foundations supporting higher education. At 

the Hertie School, she is part of the research 
project on the “Role and Positioning of German 

Foundations”. She received her BA in Public 
Management and Governance from Zeppelin 

University, Friedrichshafen, and her MA in International 
Relations and European Studies from Central European University, Budapest. In 
between her studies she has worked for the Robert Bosch Foundation and 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. Her research interests span from foundations 
and non-profit organizations to social movements and party systems.



Ms. Jana Merkelbach

Jana Merkelbach is the Project Manager of the 
International Civil Society Centre’s Convening 
Team. She works on the development of the 
Centre’s programmes and coordinates its  
various flagship events. Previously she worked 
with Amnesty International Germany, local 
NGOs in Namibia and as Project Manager of the  
conference Model European Union Konstanz 2008.  
 
 
Jana Merkelbach graduated with a European Masters in 
Childhood Studies and Children’s Rights from the Free University of Berlin. For 
her thesis she conducted field research within a local Namibian NGO on 
context-specific and participative concepts of child protection.



Ms. Ulrike Reichart

  Ulrike has been working for the Community 
Foundations Initiative located at the 
Association of German Foundations for over 
nine years. She joined in 2006, on a part-time 
basis, assisting on projects. She gradually took 

on greater levels of responsibility, became a 
Project Manager of the education program for 

people working in CFs , offering a variety of 
workshops all over Germany for strategic matters as 

well as more specific topics, such as project management 
and fundraising. Since 2013 she is Director of the Community 

Foundations Initiative (IBS).

Before she has been working for different organizations such as the Federal Agency for 
Civic Education, the Foundation of the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, the 
Amadeu Antonio Foundation and the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Paris as a Project 
Manager.



Jorg Richert, born in former East Germany, 
currently runs the Hands on Program for 
Addiction Prevention at the nonprofit Karuna 
e.V. located in Berlin.  He has been working 
with youth and drug addiction programs for 
over twenty years and has advised, conceived and 
developed support facilities for street kids in 
Mongolia and Croatia on behalf of the European 
Union.  He has carried out various tasks concerning HIV/
AIDS prevention for youth for the German Agency for 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and the Department of Drugs and Development.  Jorg 
has also consulted for specialist programs for addicted youth such as treatment 
centers, outpatient counseling for addicted adolescents and their parents, and an 
integrative kindergarten and elementary school for children from families with 
addiction.  He has provided guidance for a hands on program for addiction 
prevention, a housing project for drug-using children and adolescents and a facility 
for street children in Germany.  He has initiated and developed a number of network 
structures such as the Alliance for Street Children in Germany, specialized Youth 
Services in Berlin and Youth and Addiction AG in Berlin.  Jorg was recently 
decorated by the President with the Federal Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in recognition of the innovative work he has carried out for German youth.

Mr. Jorg Richert



Ms. Natascha Salihi-Shahnian

Natascha Salehi-Shahnian holds an M.A. in 
political science from Freie Universität Berlin. 
Her focus in research, activism and 
employment were strongly influenced by her 
strive for social justice.  She worked as a trainer 

and teacher in political education for different 
organizations and institutions focusing mainly on 

power relations regarding race and gender 
emphasizing empowerment.  As a project manager at 

the community foundation Berlin she inspires and 
connects volunteers and partners in order to support and 

empower underprivileged children of Berlin in the field of education. In her own civic 
engagement Natascha is a board member of the NGO Forum Civil Peace Service.



Mr. Sascha Tamm

Born in 1965, Sascha Tamm studied  
philosophy, political science and physics in 
Dresden, Leipzig and Urbana-Champaign. 
After working as freelance coach, author and 
ghost-writer he joined Friedrich- 
Naumann-Foundation for Freedom (FNF)  
in 2001.   
After working in its Liberal Institute and  
International Division he became head of the Moscow  
office of FNF in 2009. He joined the Liberal Institute in Berlin 
again in 2012. Since 2014 he is head of the Department for Multi-sectoral Tasks of 
FNF’s International Division.  
He has published books and articles on various issues of liberal political  
philosophy, European integration and foreign policy, among them: “Property.  
Conceptions and Ideas” (in German and Russian, 2009), “Liberal Readings on  
Education” (with Stefan Melnik, 2008), “Freedom and Competition: The Future of 
Europe (2006). As an expert he frequently comments on developments in Russia 
and EU-Russia Relations for Russian and German media. Recently he has  
published an essay “Solidarity – a liberal perspective.”



Dr. Peter Walkenhorst

Peter Walkenhorst is a senior project manager at 
the Bertelsmann Stiftung, a private foundation 
based in Gütersloh, Germany. He is a member 
of the program „Germany and Asia“ which 
analyzes important developments in Asia and 

their consequences for Germany and Europe. 
Previously, he was a member of the global 

governance team, which developed ideas and 
suggestions for political management of globalization 

processes. He also worked in the foundation’s 
philanthropy and civil society division on enhancing the 

management quality, organizational effectiveness and innovation capacity of civil 
society organizations. He is the author and editor of several books and articles on 
global governance, the philanthropic sector, as well as German and European 
nationalism. 

Before joining the Bertelsmann Stiftung, Peter studied history and public law in 
Germany and the United States. He received his doctorate from the University of 
Bielefeld and holds a M. A. in History from the University of Massachusetts at Boston.



Dr Gregory Witkowski  

Gregory R. Witkowski is an Associate  
Professor of Philanthropic Studies.  He  
received his Ph.D. in history from SUNY 
Buffalo in 2003.  He became the Director of 
Graduate Programs at the Center on  
Philanthropy in 2011 and helped 
transform it into the Indiana University 
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, the world’s first 
school focused on the scholarly study of 
societal impacts of giving and best practices of 
philanthropy.    
His main research interests are the relationships between philanthropic aid, civil 
society, and democracy. His current research on the former German Democratic  
Republic examines how East German networks of philanthropic giving paved the 
way for opposition networks to develop in the 1980s.  This first study of  
philanthropy in a communist dictatorship shows that philanthropic giving created 
cross-border relationships based on the concept of solidarity and united East  
Germans in civic action to advocate for social change and democracy.   
He also researches international philanthropy and has edited a volume Across  
Borders, Philanthropy in Germany and the United States, Springer Verlag. Last 
year, he co-organized a conference on Foundations and Transatlantic Philanthropy 
in the post-war era that the Stiftung Mercator co-sponsored.  Greg has served on 
the academic advisory board of the Learning by Giving Foundation, been supported 
by the Fulbright Commission, the Social Science Research Council, the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation, and is a 2010 American Swiss Foundation Young  
Leader.   
First visiting Berlin in 1998 when he lived here for two years completing his  
doctoral research, Greg is a great fan of the city.  He speaks German fliessend aber 
manchmal fehlerhaft.




